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Summary: The article explores encounters with analogue measuring devices and 
planetary-scale scientific instruments, questioning the boundaries of rational and intuitive 
perception. It investigates how Earth’s magnetism can be sensed and recorded. Through 
experiments conducted in field sites and laboratory contexts, it tests how instruments 
extend or fail human perception of the world. The oscillation lingers between what can 
be measured and what is felt. 
 
Dr. Rūta Spelskytė holds a PhD in Arts and has completed postdoctoral research on 
magnetite and human magnetoreception. Her practice centers on ferromagnetics, 
navigation, material composition, and scientific instrumentation to investigate invisible 
and hidden forces. Working with sensory perception and esoteric knowledge, she creates 
experimental encounters in speculative, extro-sci-fi-inspired registers. She finds joy and 
balance in solitary fieldwork in extreme environments, most preferably in cold and 
snowstorms of the remote Arctic. She teaches at the Vilnius Academy of Arts and is a 
visiting lecturer at the Umeå Academy of Fine Arts.  
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The closest

so far is
Svalbard

Longyearbyen, where I’m staying, and its sur-
rounding area is a culmination of measurement 
devices. Cliffs and steep slopes, rock walls, 
moraine, and valleys are outfitted with instru-
ments that record temperature, sunlight, wind, 
earth movement, glacier melting, auroras, and 
more. 

L
e C

om
m

andant C
harcot, a F

rench icebreaking cruise ship, docked at L
ongyearbyen before departing for the N

orth P
ole. 2025 A

ugust

SvalSat satelite ground station, Platåberget, Svalbard 2025
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SvalSat satelite ground station, Platåberget, Svalbard 2025
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The EISCAT Svalbard Radar, located near 
Longyearbyen, is situated along the road lead-
ing to the Foxfonna glacier. It monitors the shift 
of auroras due to the movement of the Earth’s 
magnetic north pole. While the geographic pole 
sits on an ice sheet floating on the Arctic Ocean, 
the magnetic pole takes a forty kilometres per 
year trip from Canada towards Siberia. Aurora 
follows this pattern, and it can be measured. 

You cannot enter the area around the parabolic 
dish antennas when they are operational. You 
can’t even land a plane at the airport fifty kilo-
metres away. There’s a button at the facility and 
at the airport, red, like in movies, that switches 
off the radio waves each time a plane arrives 
and departs. So, it’s three times a day here in 
Longyearbyen this August of 2025.
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“You have a thirty-six-hour shift, and every 
three hours, you check the measurements. It 
means you never get more than two hours of 
sleep for days at a time. After your shift, your 
colleague takes over, but then it’s back to you 
again. And this we continued for the whole 
year.” I see a humble Polish woman later telling 
me about the flat surfaces of Mars dust, which 
act like sails as light pushes them off their tra-
jectories at near-vacuum.

We are both on record while she speaks, stu-
pidly enough, I am the one being interviewed, 
even though I am just trying to stay conscious 
of my breathing while in awe, respect, and ad-
miration.
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It takes us almost four hours on the boat to 
hit the shore at the Copernicus Polar Station. I 
climb the hill, take a shot of their measuring de-
vices, and think of myself staying somewhere 
distant forever. At the same time, one of the 
scientists tells me that life is happening here 
too, with full force, dear. 

Nicolaus Copernicus Polar Station, Kaffiøyra, Svalbard 2025
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